
To: USOC Board of Directors 
 
From: USOC Athletes’ Advisory Council Leadership 
 
Date: February 22, 2018 
 
 
We received your letter dated February 18, 2018 responding to some of the cultural and 
governance issues we plan to raise with Congress. We are glad to see that our opinions are 
being considered and we will continue to engage on the governance reform questions that are 
posed to the AAC in your response. For us to have faith in the USOC Board to lead necessary 
reforms and to prioritize athletes’ interests moving forward, we would like to ask some 
questions and be able to publicize the responses to our broader athlete body. 
 

1. Does the USOC Board of Directors believe that the USOC has an ethical responsibility to 
protect the well-being of elite athletes, especially in terms of protecting them from 
physical, emotional, and sexual abuse? In what ways has the organization fulfilled such a 
responsibility, and what does the organization feel it could have done better? 
 

2. Many of our concerns including the position of the AAC, the role of the Ombudsman’s 
Office, and the need for more effective oversight of the NGBs are all dependent on the 
Amateur Sports Act.  We believe that the time has come for a thoughtful and thorough 
review leading to a revision of the Act to prevent further abuses and improve the state 
of the entire movement. Our preference is that a congressional commission with broad 
authority to recommend changes to the Sports Act be headed by an independent 
individual agreeable to both the USOC and the AAC with knowledge of non-profits, 
government, the Olympic and Paralympic movement, and business practices.  This 
individual would be supported by individuals or delegates from the AAC, the USOC, the 
NGB Council, and the Ombudsman’s Office.  Will the Chair of the USOC Board agree to 
request that the Senate Commerce Committee form such a commission to review the 
Act? 
 

3. The currently intended scope of the Ropes and Gray investigation report is too limited 
to provide substantive insight. Although it is important to thoroughly understand the 
circumstances surrounding the Nassar case, it is equally important to determine if there 
is systemic athlete abuse throughout the Olympic and Paralympic movement and 
address the numerous other sports where athlete abuse allegations have surfaced in 
recent years. It is also equally important to identify the causes and conditions that have 
enabled this to happen. Will the USOC Board immediately expand the scope of the 
Ropes and Gray investigation to encompass these important issues? 
 

4. We have noted in our draft memo and in conversation with the CEO that the Center for 
SafeSport and current NGB policies are insufficient to establish safe environments for 
athletes, largely due to the systemic power imbalance between athletes and staff across 



the Olympic and Paralympic movement. Does the USOC acknowledge the severity and 
significance of this problem? How specifically does the USOC plan to address this issue 
in a timely fashion? What specific other initiatives has the USOC begun implementing to 
protect athletes, and where does the USOC require the assistance of other stakeholders 
such as the AAC? 
 

5. A substantial number of athletes have serious concerns that the organization is not run 
for the benefit of athletes in the way a non-profit should support its mission.  Over time, 
the USOC has stated to the AAC that it does not believe it should function like other 
non-profits and that staff compensation must be benchmarked differently from typical 
non-profit organizations.  Does the USOC Board generally believe that the USOC should 
comply with non-profit norms?  Will the USOC agree to work with an independent party 
appointed by the AAC and approved by the USOC Board to conduct a management audit 
of the USOC for compliance with generally accepted non-profit best practices? 

 
Thank you very much for your attention to our questions and concerns. We would respectfully 
request a response to our inquiries by 11:59 p.m. PT on Tuesday, February 27, 2018. 


